	A Mission of Love
 

	After Susan Walsh and her beloved animals were abused by her husband, this Maine native embarked on a passionate crusade to protect family pets.

	by Louise Farr


 In January 2006 Walsh told her story to the Maine state legislature, which was considering a bill that would allow judges in domestic-violence cases to issue protective orders not just for spouses and partners but for the first time to pets as well. The legislation also provided fines and eventual jail time for violators of such orders. 

Walsh's story helped trigger a legislative storm. In March 2006 Maine's governor signed the state's landmark pet-protection bill. Other states followed suit: New York and Vermont in 2006 and California, Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Nevada, and Tennessee in 2007.  
At press time similar bills were pending in Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. 

 

Aiding other women and creating changes in the law
 have helped Walsh recover.

